
BE THE CHURCH 
Bro. Jaimie Alexander 

If you read the "Untimely Ramblings" email, I always conclude with the 
phrase: "Don't just come to church, but be the church.”  I saw this 
statement on the back of a person's t-shirt one day 10 years ago.  I could 
not get its truth off of my heart for several days as I thought about what it 
means to be the church. I began to realize how powerful a mandate the 
statement makes. 

Being the church means to find our identity in Christ, model our lives after 
him, and put on the full armor of God.  This enables us to be faithful, 
available, and teachable- through the work of the Holy Spirit.  To be the 
church, two things are most important: one is to have a relationship with 
Christ, and second is to strive to live a Christ-centered life. 

The mission of FUMC is to encourage you to be the church! No one can 
make you do it, you must decide for yourself to be the church at work, in 
public, in your conversations and actions, and on and on. 

Jesus’ greatest instruction for us is found in Matthew 22: 36-39: “‘Teacher,   
which is the greatest commandment in the 
Law?’ Jesus replied: ‘Love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first 
and greatest commandment.  And the 
second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as 
yourself.’”   

By loving in this Christ-Centered way, we 
are the church!  As you read through this 
publication, I hope you will remember with 
thankful hearts some of the ways we were 
the church in 2018 and be excited about 
how we will be in the church 2019.  God is 
faithful! 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In June and July of 2018, we said goodbye to Associate 
Pastor Rob Holifield and hello to Associate Pastor Jay 
Stephen Simpson.  After serving for two years at FUMC, 
Rob was appointed to serve as Senior Pastor at FUMC of 
Lonoke, Arkansas.  Bro. Rob was full of energy and 
passionate about helping people grow in their 
relationship with Christ.  Jay Stephen began his ministry here at FUMC on July 1.  In just a short time 
he has made his mark by being instrumental in forming the new website, and has helped make our 
vision of live-streaming Sunday worship a reality.  JSS is full of life in Christ and we’re grateful for 
him and his wife Peg!  They also bring their musical talent to our worship together.  We’re so 
blessed to have JSS and Peg here at FUMC! 

FUMC WELCOMES A NEW ASSOCIATE PASTOR

Jay Stephen & Peg with his 
parents, Janet & Bill Simpson

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

The Cabe Center transformed into a 
“Shipwrecked” adventure 
destination this past June.  Over 50 
children in grades Pre-K - 6th 
attended, hearing Bible stories, 
playing games, singing songs, and 
making crafts.  Children did a mission 
project by filling draw-string backpacks with personal items for 
Bags for the Call.  Kids from our church and the community learned 

about the love and provision God gives when the storms of life rock the boats of our daily 
lives.  VBS for 2019 will be in July! 



 

Late on Wednesday 
night, June 6, two 
students from Lydia 
Patterson Institute (LPI) 
arrived at Texarkana to 
be summer interns at 
FUMC.  Their flight from 
Dallas to Texarkana had 
been cancelled, leaving 
them stuck in Dallas. By 
God’s grace, Texarkana 
residents (Jerry and Beth 
Sparks) befriended them 
in the airport and rented a car in Dallas, making sure they arrived safely to Texarkana.  Santiago 
Tarin and Raquel Alvarez spent the next 8 weeks experiencing the daily ministry of the church.  
They assisted in children’s ministry, volunteered with VBS, participated in Ozark Mission Project, 
attended Arkansas Annual Conference, visited Hendrix College, and more.  Kathy Hudson, Cathy 
and Joe Andrews, and Bro. Jaimie hosted them in their homes.  The youth of the church assisted 
greatly in making them feel welcome and at home.   

Santiago and Raquel shared about 
the ministry of LPI, which is located 
in El Paso, Texas.  LPI is a ministry of 
the South Central jurisdiction of the 
United Methodist Church.  For over 
100 years, United Methodists have 
responded to the need for quality 
education for Hispanic students 
who face tremendous challenges 
obtaining a quality education.  LPI 
began in 1913 with Mrs. Lydia Patterson, a Methodist laywoman acting 
through the Women’s Missionary Society of her church.  She noticed that 
young Hispanic boys in El Barrio had no school to attend and began to set up schools in the 
homes of some Mexican methodists.  Over the years, excellence and outstanding achievement 
has been the hallmark of LPI students.  Graduation rates of students exceed 95% of those 
entering as freshmen, and over 98% of the graduates continue their education at colleges across 
the U.S.   

Santiago has expressed interest in returning to FUMC this summer!  Host families are needed to 
make this happen.  If you are interested in hosting this summer, please contact Bro. Jaimie. 

It was a lot of fun having 
Raquel in my home.  I 
think I learned more than 
she did!  She was a joy!               
— Kathy Hudson

SUMMER INTERNS 

““

Raquel & Santiago with FUMC youth



Last June 24-30th, FUMC hosted senior high Ozark Mission Project 
campers who came from all over the state of Arkansas.  Campers 
spent seven days working on job sites around the Texarkana area.  
Groups of five campers called “family groups” paired with a college 
staff member and an adult volunteer to build or repair porches and 
wheel-chair ramps, complete indoor/outdoor paint projects, and 
tackle other tasks to help neighbors in need.   

One of the most important features of OMP is the focus on quality 
interaction with the individuals or families for whom campers are 
working.  They are encouraged and guided to not only 
complete the tasks, but to talk and visit.  OMP is a 
relational ministry at its core.  Lunches prepared by 
FUMC volunteers helped to facilitate these interactions 

during lunch 
devotionals.  
Community groups 
and Sunday school 
classes prepared 
breakfast, lunch, 
and dinner during 
the week of OMP.   

Several families from FUMC opened their homes to the 
campers as “shower houses,” 
allowing the campers to wash-

up before heading back to the church for dinner, share-time, games, 
and worship.  Each camper is invited to relate the day’s experiences 
to one’s Christian faith.  Worship was a special time to examine and 
celebrate that faith with each other.  

FUMC will be hosting the senior high camp again this year on June 
23-28, 2019.  We are expecting approximately 100 campers, and 
will need volunteers for shower houses, meal preparation, and 
more.   With your help, we will have an even better OMP 
experience in 2019!   

Kim Johnson,  FUMC OMP Camp Director

OZARK MISSION PROJECT (OMP)

Young Adult Community 
Group cooking burgers for 

hungry campers

Evening worship time

Madge & Maxwell Bennett 
watching campers leave 

their “shower house”



PowerPak, a 
Wednesday evening 
community group for kids 
in grades 2-6, delivered a 
moving and sincere 
drama about the Easter 
story.  PowerPak meets 
each Wednesday at 5 
after Celebration Choir!

CHILDREN & YOUTH AT FUMC

Celebration Ringers 
enjoyed burgers and 
purple milkshakes 
after the XTreme 
Ring handbell festival 
in Little Rock. 

The Cherub preschool choir sang 
before our annual Thanksgiving 
Dinner on November 18.  
Children in grades Pre-K - 1st 
have the chance to attend 
KidzChurch, a worship time 
designed for kids each Sunday 
during morning worship!

Youth gather 
each Sunday at 6 
for a snack 
supper, then 
enjoy a time of 
Bible study and 
fellowship.  
There is a place 
for everyone!

The Bethany Singers 
sang at the Bunchwood 
View Center in November.

PowerPak

Opportunities abound 
for youth to put their 
faith in action!  Senior 
high students 
participate in Ozark 
Mission Project each 
summer.

Children’s Moment 
with Bro. Jaimie



MUSIC AT FUMC 

Linda Williams, Julie 
Moore, Janis Stringfellow 

& Marie White at a 
handbell festival in 
Conway, AR.

The variety of music ministries at FUMC offers 
something for everyone!  The Chancel 

Handbell choir gave a wonderful Advent/
Christmas concert in December.  Over 100 

people attended, many from the community 
who enjoy this concert each year.   

Celebration Ringers and Singers 
participate in worship at least once a 
month.  They enjoyed fellowship time 
together last May at the annual bowling 
party!  They work hard all year! 

6th graders 
received a 
leather-bound 
hymnal before 
moving on to the 
youth group!

Chancel 
Handbell 
Choir with 

Peg Simpson 
on flute

The Chancel 
Choir 
performed 

“The Seven 
Last Words of 
Christ” on 
Palm Sunday

The Spirit of J and Spirit Singers offered two 
evening services called a “Night of Worship” on April 13 
and November 30.  Love offerings collected benefitted 
Ozark Mission Project and For the Sake of One.  Money 
raised at both services totaled just over $4,000!



NAOMA RIORDAN 
Naoma and her son Bryce came to Texarkana from Ft. Smith in June of 2012 and 
began attending FUMC, officially joining within the year.  The first Sunday they 
attended, Naoma immediately signed up to volunteer with VBS, something she had 
enjoyed doing at her former church.  She has taught summer Sunday school for the 
past 3 years, teaches PowerPak with Chelsea,  and is a part of the yellow community 
group.  Naoma’s honest approach to her faith is grounded in humility, 
acknowledging that we all make mistakes; but through prayer she sees the 
“triumphs” in living in Christ.  “I thank Jesus Christ for all the blessings in my life; I 
talk to Christ as a friend, a parent, and a mentor.“     

SAMANTHA MITCHELL 
Samantha and her husband Micah were an active part of FUMC for a few years 
and officially joined the church in 2014.  She has served on the Missions 
Committee, volunteers with KidzChurch, and attends the Young Adult Bible 
Study with Micah and their two daughters, Sophie and Maggie.  Samantha also 
organized the float project for the 2018 Christmas Parade.  “My faith has grown 
so much since I have joined the church, and I know the difference between a life 
centered on Christ and a life centered on things.”  Her genuine love for people 
is evident and she desires for “all the kids at the church to know about God’s 
love for them and the benefit of living a Christian life.” 

CHELSEA TUCKER 
Chelsea  and her son Caden have been a part of the church since she joined in 2013.  

Chelsea had attended VBS as a child with her aunt Shelby Brown and felt right at home 
joining as an adult.  Chelsea has been involved in the children’s ministry for the past 6 

years by teaching Sunday school and co-directing VBS for the past 3 years.  She has also 
served on the children’s ministry council.  In 2016, Chelsea felt called to begin a 

Wednesday evening Bible study for kids in 2nd-6th grades.  With help from Cheryl 
Dodson and former associate pastor Rob Holifield, PowerPak was formed.  “It has been 
so encouraging and inspiring to see our youth blossom.  They have grown even closer 

and created a bond that I am blessed to be a part of.”   She is passionate about teaching 
the children of our church about our Lord and Savior.

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT



 MEMBERS IN MINISTRY

One Sunday night a month, FUMC 
small groups and Sunday school 
classes take turns cooking and 
serving meals at the Randy Sams 
Homeless Shelter.  As many as 90 
people in our downtown 
community benefit from this 
outreach ministry.  

Red 
Community 

Group 
members 

serving up 
dessert at 

Randy Sams

Doris Goodson, Glenda Moore, Shirley Cox, & 
Lynne Vammen display their handiwork through 
beautiful prayer-squares.  These are given to 
people needing encouragement during difficult 
illnesses.

Jolly Woosley, Kathy Hudson, Sandy 
McQuerrey, Linda McDaniels, Janis 
Stringfellow, and Patti Lyle worked hard in 
Baldwin, LA at the Sager Brown UMCOR 
depot.  Over 50 school kits were assembled 
in Texarkana and delivered to UMCOR.  
During their week stay in February, 
volunteers verified over 1,000 birthing kits 
to be sent all over the world.

Several volunteers from FUMC 
spent a chilly morning 
keeping runners hydrated 
during the Run the Line half 
marathon on February 18th.  
Several from the community 
complimented FUMC, saying 
that our water station offered 
the most encouraging 

presence and energy to help them finish the race!   
Our church will have a water station at this year’s 
Run the Line marathon next month.  

Peyton Brown at Race for 
the Cure last October



 

The Altar Guild meets every 
Monday at 10 AM to make 
arrangements from the worship 
service flowers.  These are 
delivered to home-bound 
members or those needing a 
cheerful visit at the hospital.  

Tim & Cathy Voss have mastered 
the system of filling communion 
cups and preparing bread for 
our worship service.  A new 
congregational care ministry for 
2019 is called the Homebound 
Ministry Team.  Volunteers will 
deliver communion to members 
who are unable to attend church 
on a regular basis due to health 
or disability.

Julie & David Moore, Keith Satterfield, and 
Robert Oexman delivered a trailer packed full 
of clothing and other necessities collected to 
Cayce’s Charities in Thornton, AR.

2018 Christmas Parade float, sponsored 
by the Young Adult Community Group



 NEW MEMBERS

“Shorty” Barrett with 
Stephanie, Mary, and 

Lawson

Greg,  Marie, & Elli 
White with Gabe & 

Naomi
Caden Hall & 
Bryce Riordan

David & Brenda 
Williams

Daniel & 
Tamara Seiler

James Cooper 
with Gail Laura Riddle 

with Don

Martha Margrave, Dixie Wright, Burt Galloway, Wesley Howard, Betty 
Cox, Donald Davis, Dr. Ed Dodson, Kirk Lohse, Jerry Rochelle, 
Patricia Howard, Dick Waddell, Betty McGee, Utah Vardell, Judith 

Hicks, Jo Ann Little, Ken Morehouse, Bill Varner Sr., Ruth Green, Conner Patman, 
Sherman Giles, Carl Culpepper

Kayla & Chase Brint 
with Worth

Lane & Alicia Reeder 
with Bud

Lance Emerson

Carol Ann & Alex 
Sanderson

We continue to 
remember in our 
prayers, the family and 
friends of those who 
joined the church 
triumphant in 2018.

Kathy McDiffet

Rebecca & Lara 
MahaffeyLarry Clements



FEBRUARY Events

10 

12

MISSION BAKED POTATO LUNCH                               
11:30 AM in the Cabe Center 
Benefits Methodist Family Health

VALENTINE SERENADE                               
1:00 in the front parking lot  
Serenade home-bound members

VALENTINE TEA                               
3-5 PM in the Parlor           
Enjoy tasty treats with UMW

RUN THE LINE                            
Volunteer at the FUMC water 
station 

14

17

CONFIRMATION CLASS BEGINS                                  
6th-7th graders                                 

LENTEN MUSIC SERIES BEGINS                               
12:10 in the Sanctuary

6 ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE                               
5:30 in Sanctuary 

13

MARCH Events

3
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